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this destruction would not be confined to the guns alone, but
that, in the state of demoralization at that moment on board her,
advantage would be taken to destroy piping, pumps and other
things easily injured or broken in the engine compartments.

The incident of the visit made to the flagship on that 3d
of July after our signal victory recalls another made after the
great battle of St. Vincent, more than a hundred years before,
when the immortal Nelson went on board the flagship Victory
to present to his eommander-in-ehief, Sir John Jervis, the sword
of the Spanish admiral Nelson, in that battle, "wore ship,"
turning away from the Spanish fleet, and thus increased his dis-
tance from it by the tactical diameter of his vessel,- instead of
"tacking" and turning in towards the enemy. Grand old Jervis
took Nelson in his arms, saying he could not thank him enough,
but insisted that Nelson should retain the sword he had so val-
iantly won. The sequel is a matter of history, also, that Captain
Calder of the Victory, chief of staff, suggested to Admiral Jervis,
that night in the cabin of the flagship, that Nelson had rendered
himself liable to a court-martial for disobeying the "order of
battle," The valiant old admiral is reported to have replied,
<flf you ever disobey orders in the same way, I will forgive
you."

But more significant still is the fact that this selfsame chief
of staff, who had suggested to the admiral the liability of Nelson
to court-martial for doing what was thought proper at St. Yin-
cent, as a vice admiral, afterwards, in 1805, was deprived of his
command of a fleet of some nineteen ships for failing to improve
the opportunity on June 22d, of that year, to destroy the fleet
of Yilleneuve, which Nelson met, overwhelmed and almost anni-
hilated four months later at Trafalgar.

The victory of July 3d, at Santiago de Cuba, was even more
decisive than St. Vincent or Trafalgar, in that every ship of the
enemy was destroyed and the entire personnel, from the admiral
to the least of the seamen, with few exceptions, was captured.
It resulted in the expulsion of the Spanish flag from the waters
of the American continent. It was a means to peace.

After receipt of the admiral's order to seek and engage the
Spanish battleship reported on the coast, a hasty call was made
alongside the Texas to obtain the services of her chaplain tol,n the fight,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